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Your Support is Needed

Like so many other organizations, Friends of the Riverwalk was hit hard by the COVID-19
crisis. We were forced to cancel o ur largest annual event and most significant fundraiser, Tampa

Riverfest in May , because of the pandemic.
Projected to bring in $81,500, the event would have featured the Gin Blossoms as headliners, with
many premier sponsors secured to promote it. We also had to cancel auxiliary Riverfest events such
as the Taste of the Riverwalk, Taco Fest, Derby Dog Races along with new initiatives.
Joining the City of Tampa as one of the biggest boosters of the 2.4-mile Riverwalk, the Friends
organization has been devoted to helping get the project completed in 2016 and then to aid
activation and activity efforts along the walkway that former Mayor Pam Iorio credits with bringing
“downtown to life.”
“I think the Riverwalk has met, and to some extent exceeded, what we thought would occur,” she
told Tampa Magazine.
Another former mayor, Bob Buckhorn, agrees.
“By all measures, it has completely transformed our city, and it may be one of the single-most
important events that has occurred in our city in probably the last 50 years,” Buckhorn said in the
same article.
The downtown Riverwalk was the centerpiece of the 2017 College Football Playoff, and is
projected to play the same role for the Super Bowl in 2021. But even without special events, the
Riverwalk IS Tampa to so many. It’s their backyard, their gym, their quiet space, their place of
reflection, their community gathering spot. It’s where memories are made and will continue to be
created. It’s a string of pearls consisting of museums, restaurants, parks, arenas and performing arts.
We are proud that during the last two difficult months the Riverwalk provided a much-needed
outlet for many area residents and visitors who could enjoy a peaceful stroll (or jog or bike ride)
along the Riverwalk and take in the beautiful scenery of our city . They could learn a bit of Tampa’s
history via the historical bust monument trail or by simply reading the personalized paver messages
along the walkway – both Friends projects, by the way.
These simple activities provided comfort to so many during such a difficult time.
We appreciate the continued support of our corporate and individual members . Without that
support, Friends of the Riverwalk would not be able to host free public events such as Tampa
Riverfest, Riverwalk Trick or Treat, Tampa Riverwalk Holiday Harbor and the Downtown Tampa
Annual Lighted Boat Parade.
Nor could we provide Riverwalk enhancements such as shade structures, docks, water fountains,
bike repair stations and wellness events.
PLEASE SUPPORT US. We need your help more than ever during this challenging time. Please
consider support Friends of the Riverwalk by purchasing a paver, banner, individual or corporate
membership or simply making a donation.
Your support is crucial to our ability to continue to build a stronger sense of community and
enhance the quality of life in Tampa.

We have been there before when needed, and we are here for the healing now.
We look forward to seeing you enjoying the Riverwalk or at our next event.

Support the Riverwalk

Memberships

Purchase a Membership

Pavers
Support the Riverwalk
by purchasing a personalized paver

Buy a Paver

Historical Monument Trail

Nestled along Tampa’s Riverwalk, the Historical Monument Trail of beautiful bronze and marble
busts and monuments tells the story of many noteworthy people and the significant events that have
shaped the history of Tampa and Hillsborough County. It is many things: an educational tool for
children and adults, for visitors and residents alike; a commemoration of our ancestors who have
contributed so much to our life and culture today; and an inspiration to our entire community.
To make the Historic Monument Trail a reality, The Friends of the Riverwalk, in collaboration with
the Tampa Bay History Center, established an esteemed group of local honorees and experts to
designate Tampa’s ancestors. There are 30 honorees who were designated from 2012 through 2017.
Significant thanks to Hillsborough County, Beck Group, Bright House Networks, 2012 Republican
National Convention Host Committee, Steven A. Anderson and the families of all the honorees.
Monument Map

Banners

Purchase a banner and support the Riverwalk's growth and programming. Place your company's
name on a colorful banner along the Riverwalk. The Tampa Riverwalk has over a million visitors a
year and continues to grow. Many residents now call downtown their home and enjoy daily strolls
along the Riverwalk. Purchase a banner today and receive daily exposure to the many Riverwalk
residents and visitors. Reserve your banner now!
More Info

Corporate Member Spotlights

Located in the heart of downtown, Courtyard by Marriott Tampa Downtown and Residence
Inn Tampa Downtown proudly offer clean and comfortable accommodations with easy access to

top destinations including the downtown Tampa Riverwalk, Straz Center, Tampa Convention
Center, Amalie Arena, Ybor City and more. Business and leisure travelers alike will enjoy the
comforts of home and thoughtful amenities, including fitness centers with modern equipment,
outdoor pools and sundecks, and meeting spaces for corporate or personal events. Stepping out of
the hotels into the landscaped courtyard, you would never know you are in the center of downtown
Tampa. Whether you choose to visit the recently renovated Courtyard offering specialty beverages
made with Starbucks® coffee or pet-friendly Residence Inn, which boasts stylish suites with
kitchens, perfect for a long-term stay, one things for certain - our friendly associates and enhanced
cleaning and distancing measures will ensure a healthy, safe, and comfortable environment for all.
From each thoughtful business partnership to the personal detail of a guest’s experience, hospitality
starts here.

Founded in 1912, Beck is a collaborative team of designers, builders, and technology experts,
offering planning, architecture, interior design, construction, sustainability, and technology
consulting services. By integrating architecture and construction, Beck provides a unique approach
to projects that transforms the way organizations design and build.
As longtime Friends of the Riverwalk members, Beck’s Florida office is prominently situated on
the northern end of the Tampa Riverwalk. Their office was one of the first projects to kick off
development in Tampa Heights.
Beck Group

Riverwalk Reminders

Safety Reminders
Practice social distancing and maintain 6 feet from others
Wear a face mask if possible
No fishing from the Riverwalk
Bike speed should be under 5 mph
No skateboarding permitted
No motorized scooters permitted
Clean up after your pets
Alcohol must be in a Riverwalk cup and must remain on the Riverwalk

Board Member Spotlight
Deme Mekras, Treasurer
Deme joined Friends of the Riverwalk three years ago because
he has a passion for being involved in the community and sees
the great benefit the Riverwalk provides for all of the city’s
residents and visitors. He frequently visits the Riverwalk with
his wife, Luisa, and son, John, as a great way to enjoy the
weather, natural scenery and skyline of the city. Deme also
makes it a point to bring visiting out of towners to the
Riverwalk since he sees it as one of the city’s greatest offerings.
Deme has 14 years of commercial real estate experience and has
been with Cushman & Wakefield since 2014. In his 14 year
career, he has worked in various roles within the commercial
real estate realm. Currently, his focus is within Corporate Real
Estate where he leads a team of 20 serving as an outsourced
real estate department for one of the nation’s largest radio
broadcasters. Cushman & Wakefield is a full service global
commercial real estate firm and is a leader in the Tampa Bay

market. Cushman’s Florida Managing Principal, Larry Richey,
was a founding member of Friends of the Riverwalk and Deme
was happy to take the torch from Larry in 2017.
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